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AGENDA
WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 15, 2025
5:30 PM
LOCATION CHANGE
Walhalla Depot | 211 South College St, Walhalla, SC

Call to Order and Welcome Mayor Hall
Moment of Silence

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes
A. Regular Council Meeting, March 25, 2025

Public Comment (Public Comment is limited to 5 minutes and must be directed to
Council, per City Ordinance 2022-8)

A. Presentation: Naomi Reed, Municipal Association of SC (MASC)

Mayoral Proclamations
A. Proclamation 2025-05: A Proclamation to recognize Small Business Week

First and Final Reading of Resolutions - None

Administrator’s Report
A. Monthly Reports

Second, Final Reading and Public Review of Ordinances - None

First Reading of Ordinances - None
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Xll. Discussion and/or Action ltems (to include Vote and/or Action on matters brought up
for discussion, if required)
A. Hiring Freeze
B. 2025 Goals

Xlll. Executive Session (to include Vote and/or Action on matters discussed, if required)
XIV. Mayor Comments Mayor Hall

XV. Adjournment



City of Walhalla
City Council
Tuesday, March 25, 2025 « 5:30 PM
Walhalla Depot | 211 South College Street
Walhalla, South Carolina
Minutes

In accordance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, Section 30-4-10 et
seq., South Carolina Code, 1976, the media was duly notified of the date, time, and place
of the meeting.

Councilmembers Present: Mayor Tim Hall, Mayor Pro Tem Josh Holliday, Kenny Johns, Grant
Keehn and Sarai Melendez

Councilmembers Absent: None

Staff Present: Celia Myers, Tim Rice and Terry Sanford

Call to Order: Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM, with a quorum present to
conduct the meeting and welcomed all present to the meeting.

Moment of Silence: Mayor Hall called for a moment of silence.

Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Hall asked for Councilman Johns to lead the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda: Mayor Hall made a motion to delay second reading of Ordinance
2025-03 until after the special election for a full council to consider. Ms. Melendez
seconded. Mr. Keehn stated his opposition and said it was due to the public attendance in
opposition. The amendment to the agenda was passed 4-1, with Mr. Keehn opposing. The
amended agenda was passed 4-1, with Mr. Keehn opposing.

Approval of Minutes: Mayor Hall called for a motion to approve the minutes of the February
18, 2025 Council meeting. Mr. Keehn moved to approve the minutes, as presented; Ms.
Melendez seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Public Comments: Mr. Jeff Hopkins, representing Net Doctors introduced Net Doctors
wireless and fiber service and announced the locations of new service areas in Walhalla.

The following individuals spoke in opposition of Ordinance 2025-03: Mr. Dennis Hedden (M.
Rest), Mr. Barry Nichols (Coffee Rd), Mr. Mike Owens (Knox Rd), Mr. Tom Moss, Mr. David Nix
(Brookside), Ms. Cindy Reitano (N Pine), Mr. Jason Burrell, Ms. Mercy Keehn (N Poplar), Mr.
John Hanson (Grant Dr), Ms. Mary Mauro (Grant Dr), Ms. Lauren Bryson (Hwy 28), Mr.
Howard King (Fairfield Rd), Mr. Sam Beaman, Mr. Eddie Duncan (Pickett Post), Ms. Sandra
McCurry (Burnt Tanyard Rd), Ms. Angie Porter, Mr. Mickey Caruana (Mt. Mocha), Ms. Nicole
Hancock (Zion Rd), Mr. Alan Moore, Mr. Ray Hall (Hunnicutt Rd), Mr. Jeremy Garrett, Mr.
Scoft Arnold, Ms. Becky Henson, Mr. Hayden Laye (Torrington Rd), Mr. Harold King, Ms.
Donna Renally, Mr. Kevin Kelley (Whitecut Rd), Mr. Wesley Hambia (Fairfield Rd), Mr. Justin
Ellis, Ms. Lisa Siegler (Catherine and Fowler Rd), Mr. Skylar Carver, Ms. Abby Keehn (N
Poplar), plus an additional four unknown persons. Reasons cited included: owned land



nearby and didn't want to be inside City limits; didn’'t want extra tax; wanted ability to
discharge firearms, hunt, farm land; didn't know if could get a well; concerns for
children/grandchildren/etc who would inherit; non-City residents couldn’t vote; increased
cost; quality of life; zoning concerns; desire for Walhalla to stay like it is; County Council
representatives weren't present; required covenant removed freedom/coercive; concerns
Walhalla will become Seneca or Greenville.

Additionally, Mr. Charles Burrell approached and provided concerns of an intersection,
recommending a turning lane. Mr. TJ Bagwell (Main St) spoke in favor of Ordinance 2025-04
providing for the conditional use of drive-throughs. Mr. Mickey Caruana (Mt. Mocha) spoke
in opposition to Ordinance 2025-04, citing concerns that it would cause Walhalla to
become a drive-through town versus encouraging people to get out, walk and visit stores.

Mayoral Proclamations:

Mayor Hall read Proclamation 2025-04 to recognize Arbor Day. Mr. Johns moved to
approve this proclamation. Ms. Melendez seconded. The vote to approve Proclamation
2025-04 was 4-0 with Mr. Keehn abstaining.

Resolution 2025-02: Mayor Hall infroduced Resolution 2025-02 to designate April as Fair
Housing Month. Mr. Holliday moved to adopt the resolution; Ms. Melendez seconded. Mr.
Keehn stated that housing was now more expensive based on Council’s past actions. Ms.
Melendez asked Mr. Keehn to partner with her for solutions. The motion to adopt Resolution
2025-02 was passed 4-1, with Mr. Keehn opposing.

(Note: Resolutions 2025-03 and 2025-04 were read, approved and awarded in the middle
of public comments at Council’'s approval, as some team members needed to get to a
game.)

Resolution 2025-03: Mayor Hall infroduced Resolution 2025-03 to honor the Walhalla Rec
10U Girls Basketball team. Mayor Hall moved to adopt the resolution; Ms. Melendez
seconded. The motion to adopt Resolution 2025-03 was passed 5-0. The audience gave
the feam a round of applause.

Resolution 2025-04: Mayor Hall infroduced Resolution 2025-03 to honor the Walhalla High
Girls Basketball team for winning the State Championship. Mr. Johns moved to adopt the
resolution; Ms. Melendez seconded. The motion to adopt Resolution 2025-04 was passed 5-
0. The audience gave the team a round of applause.

Administrator’'s Comments: Mrs. Myers presented a brief overview of the monthly reports as
presented in the packet. She also read an email praising the fast and professional work of
the Walhalla Police Department.

Second, Final Reading and Public Review of Ordinances:



Ordinance 2025-04: An Ordinance to amend the City of Walhalla Code of Ordinances,
Chapter 330, Article lll, Section 1.19 and 1.21, the Establishment of Zoning Districts: Rules for
Interpretation of Boundaries, Application of District Regulations to provide for the
conditional use of drive-throughs, as amended by Ordinance #2021-17, and matters
related thereto.

Mayor Hall opened the public comment section for the second reading of Ordinance
2025-04. Mr. Charlie Crissey (Mt. Mocha) provided a petition in opposition to the
Ordinance. Mr. Mickey Caruana (Mt. Mocha) noted other locations such as Highlands and
Cashiers, NC and Toccoa, GA in explaining his opposition to the Ordinance. He added
that he felt it cheapened the experience in Walhalla. Hearing no further comments, Mayor
Hall closed the public comment section. Mr. Keehn moved to approve Ordinance 2025-04;
Ms. Melendez seconded. Mr. Keehn stated that this eased zoning restrictions and did not
play favoritism. Mr. Holliday agreed with Mr. Keehn and shared his appreciation for the
process. Ms. Melendez noted that quality of life looked differently for some. Mayor Hall
shared that he looked into the matter more and was now in favor of waiting until the
zoning ordinance rewrite versus piecemealing and noted concern for fraffic. The motion to
approve Ordinance 2025-04 at second reading was passed 4-1 with Mayor Hall opposing.

First Reading of Ordinances: None

Discussion/Action ltems:
Recommendation of Award for the Police Station Design-Build

Mrs. Myers presented staff’'s recommendation for JM Cope’s Design-Build team based on
similar projects, timeline, work with textile mill tax credits and pricing. Mr. Holliday moved to
accept staff’'s recommendation and award JM Cope the Design-Build project; Mr. Keehn
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

2025 Goals

Mayor Hall moved to delay this item until the April Committee meeting; Mr. Johns
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Comments

Mayor Hall recognized candidates for the special election in attendance. He stated that
growth was coming and can only go forward.

Hearing no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:38 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Celia Myers



A PROCLAMATION

TO RECOGNIZE MAY 4-10, 2025 AS
SMALL BUSINESS WEEK IN WALHALLA

WHEREAS, the City of Walhalla recognizes and values the dedication and
entrepreneurial spirit of small businesses that keep our economy growing strong; and

WHEREAS, we honor these entrepreneurs who take a risk on an idea, choose to invest in
our local community and create jobs for others; and

WHEREAS, local small businesses are the backbone of our economy, leaders in our
community and innovators, ensuring a vibrant fomorrow;

WHEREAS, the Walhalla business community is a vital contributor to the economic health
and social wellbeing of the community; and

WHEREAS, National Small Business Week has been recognized every year since 1963,
with the sponsorship of the U.S. Small Business Administration, to honor the critical
contributions of America’s entrepreneurs and small business owners;

NOW, THEREFORE, we the City Council of Walhalla, do hereby proclaim Sunday, May 4
to Saturday, May 10, 2025 as

“Small Business Week”

in the City of Walhalla, urging all citizens to acknowledge and celebrate the
achievements made by small businesses both locally and nationally, and to support
your local businesses by “Buying Local”.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City of
Walhalla, South Carolina to be affixed this Fifteenth Day of April in the year of our Lord
Two Thousand Twenty-Five.

Mayor Tim Hall
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TO:  Mayor Hall and City Council
RE:  March Monthly Report
DATE: April 8, 2025

Please find enclosed an update on the City's recent activities for the month of March 2025, along
with monthly department reports.

Administration

Economic Development/Planning

Worked with two prospective/existing businesses and industries.

Wrapped Wonders now open.

Reviewed and approved 8 permits (zoning or sign) and 5 plats.

Fielded questions from the public regarding setbacks, subdivisions, new business process.

Infrastructure Projects

SCIIP funded Sewer Rehab Project for the Cane Creek Line continues; over 70% of Phase | is
complete.

SCIIP funded Rocky Knoll Project and West Main Water Line Project held preconstruction meetings
and work begun.

Site work complete for the new guard shack at Stumphouse Mountain Park; awaiting the delivery of
the shack.

Site work complete for the new combo concession stand and restroom at Sertoma Fields; building
delivery and final build-out on-going.

Began meetings with JM Cope Design-Build Team regarding the new police station.

Continue work with Hogan Design-Build Team regarding design of new community center.

Sidewalk repairs (C-Fund appropriation) complete.

Awarded additional funding for paving projects from the C-Fund Committee. Working with the Cities
of Seneca and Westminster on a joint paving bid.

Meetings

OJRSA Feasibility Committee met March 13™.

OJRSA Finance and Administration Committee met on March 25,
OJRSA Board met on March 6.

Oconee Economic Alliance (OEA) — March 21°%,

FEMA, SCEMD met on March 13%, 18™ and 27%™.
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Numerous other meetings with consultants, Partners for Progress, Ten at the Top, other civic
organizations, residents, business owners, staff, etc.

Miscellaneous Highlights

Grand reopening for Burger King on March 21%,

Budget meetings with department heads.

Attended the MASC manager’s spring forum.

Phase | of Ill of the conversion to Springbrook financial software complete; Phase Il data gathering
for conversion has begun.

Awarded the V-Safe grant (~ $14,000) for the gear extractor (toxin removal washer and dryer) for
the fire department.

Hydrant flushing and maintenance is scheduled for April 7" throughout the rest of the month.
Opening day for baseball, softball, t-ball is April 12"



City of Walhalla Public Works

Sanitation & Solid Waste Monthly Report

March 2025
Collection Data (February 1 — 28, 2025)
Residential Garbage — 211 Tons Collection Data Comparison
Commercial Garbage — 117 Tons 350
Recyclable Brush/Storm Debris — 15 Loads
C&D Waste — 13 Tons 300

Mattresses — 1 Ton
250

Collection Data (March 1 —31, 2025) 20

Residential Garbage — 231 Tons

Commercial Garbage — 122 Tons s

Recyclable Brush/Storm Debris — 27 Loads

C&D Waste — 14 Tons "

Mattresses — 1.7 Ton

Collection Data (July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2024)

Residential Garbage — 2,909 Tons 0 - o o L o L

Oct-24 Nov-24 Dec-24 Jan-25 Feb-25 Mar-25

o

o

o

o

Commercial Garbage — 1,401 Tons

Recyclable Brush/Storm Debris — 945 Tons M Residential Garbage B Commercial Garbage
C&D Waste — 179 Tons Recyclable Brush/Storm Debris m C&D Waste

Mattresses — 18 Tons
Tires—2 Tons
Yard Waste — 186 Tons

Activities
Delivered 26 roll carts; picked up 12 and repaired/replaced six.

During the month of March staff continued picking up brush, leaves, trash, C&D waste, tires, and
mattresses. Boom cylinder on the 2014 Peterbuilt knuckle boom was replaced.
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City of Walhalla Public Works

Streets & Facilities Monthly Report
March 2025

Activities

Bush hogging community center location.
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City of Walhalla Public Works

Sertoma field concession stand.

Trimming back road sides.

Grass cutting has started.
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City of Walhalla Public Utilities Division

Water Crew, Water Billing, Water Plant, Sewer

Public Utilities Division Monthly Report
March 2025

Water Activities
Crews responded to customer reported issues and routine maintenance.

New Water Taps - 8

Leaks Repaired — 10 (2 caused by independent contractors/construction)
Line, Tap, Value Maintenance — 4

Meter Replacement — 3

Sewer Activities
Crews responded to reported issues and performed routine maintenance.

New Sewer Taps—1
Sewer Tap Maintenance/Replacement - 5
Clean Outs -2

Worked on sewer consent orders.
Worked with NCRS on funding for Cane Creek streambank restoration.

Additional work includes assisting in the flushing program, repaired and/or replaced sewer mains, FOG
maintenance, meter replacement, etc.
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City of Walhalla Public Utilities Division

Water Crew, Water Billing, Water Plant, Sewer
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